ADDENDUM A

Application for additional funding for the community service activities which form part of the service Plan of Lewensruimte for the Deaf

Lewensruimte for the Deaf has been rendering services in the community since 1989.  Since 1993 Lewensruimte has been involved in community work above and beyond that which can be reasonably expected from a centre for people with disabilities. 

1. Existing services in the community are not accessible for Deaf people and do not have the expertise to address the unique needs of Deaf people living in the communities of the Boland / Overberg Region. Lewensruimte for the Deaf has the knowledge, expertise and experience and provides an appropriate and accessible service to the disabled Deaf population in this region. Lewensruimte is also well situated in the area, making it possible to render such services.

2. An area of 11000 km2 with a population of approximately 560 000 people is covered by this service. It is estimated that the number of Deaf people in this area is 3150 (this estimation is based on the 2001 census).

3. This is not only an awareness programme! It includes services that address the real needs of Deaf children and their families as well as those Deaf adults living in underserved rural areas of greatest need (poverty pockets).
4. The following services are currently being rendered: 
4.1. Detection and appropriate referral of hearing impaired children and adults. 
4.2. Families of detected children receive professional guidance and financial support to enable these children to attend a school for the Deaf. 
4.3. Transport is provided to disabled Deaf people from disadvantaged communities to access professional services and training at Lewensruimte for the Deaf.
4.4. Interpreting for Deaf people at hospitals, clinics, doctors, courts, etc. is provided.
4.5. Assistance to Deaf people to access disability grants and other means of social security and health services. 
4.6. Community mental health services are rendered in cooperation with psychiatrists, psychologists and psychiatric hospitals.
4.7. Assistance with work placement of unemployed Deaf people in the community.
4.8. Counselling services are being rendered to Deaf families and individuals living in the community. 


Conclusion:
It is clear from the above mentioned that the community service rendered by Lewensruimte for the Deaf justifies additional funding. This additional funding will enable Lewensruimte for the Deaf to continue to render services to the Deaf community of the Boland / Overberg region. The programmes of Lewensruimte for the Deaf were assessed and monitored by the Department of Social Development in 2004 and a follow-up monitoring was done in 2006 and 2009. In conclusion the department’s assessment team stated that Lewensruimte as an organisation, embraced the transformation guidelines. They further stated that Lewensruimte shows transparency and participation and are open for others’ right to participation. It is noted that Lewensruimte attempts to include ALL groups of people in the development areas. The assessment team commented that the extra mile was walked by Lewensruimte to show commitment in contribution to the vision of the Department of Social Development. 










