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22 Augustus 2007
Dear Principal,

Deaf Christian Mission Africa (DCMA) are waiting for applications of potential students studying to become ministry workers of the Deaf. We would like you the support us in  recruiting future students for DCMA to study at our Theological Seminary for the Deaf in Worcester. We have started DCMA Theological Seminary for Deaf students at Worcester on April 10, 2006. We thank the Lord that we can report that apart from a few communication- and Sign language differences, we are going on at a steady pace and the students are working enthusiastically to achieve their goal of becoming ordained ministry workers a congregation for the Deaf, 
or at a school or group where the Lord might lead them to serve Him.

There are representatives of eleven churches on our governing body, and we are in the process of acquiring official support from all of these churches. The need of Deaf people who do not receive specific spiritual care (congregations or pastors for the Deaf) are so big, that we have received numerous applications from at least 6 countries in Africa of students that would like to enrol at DCMA.  We have decided however that we firstly should concentrate on students from South - Africa and at a later stage will allow Deaf students from afar as well. 

We believe that the personnel of every School for the Deaf do know of one or more Deaf young people who have the potential of becoming a spiritual leader, and should be given the chance to study and to learn the skills to be able to serve the other Deaf people in ministry. Most Deaf learners did not have the opportunity to get sufficient academical qualifications to study further, and that is why DCMA do not require any academical qualifications. But we are looking for: 

· young Deaf believers (between approximately 20 and 30) 
· who feel that God has called them to minister to other Deaf people
· who are affluent in sign language and a potential leader in the deaf culture
· and may be interested in training as a minister or pastor for the Deaf  
(see the requirements on the next pages).   
If you do know of someone that might be interested, could you please nominate such a person by sending his/her relevant information to us and inform him/her of our seminary by passing on this letter and information.  We will then send you an application form and contact them.

You will also be of great help to us if you could bring us in contact with groups (even small groups) of Deaf Christians in your area that congregate regularly or have a church or Bible study group.  Please send us the names and details of their contact persons.   


Details about the theological course can be obtained from the DCMA secretary or from DCMA campus. In short, it is a four year course in which each church denomination has the opportunity to educate their students in their specific customs and dogmas during the fourth year. We plan to have these students ordained by the participating churches as ministers/pastors for the Deaf in their denomination. 

Please forward this letter to people that might know potential students.  Thank you.

_________________

Rev. Jan Oberholzer 

