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“...on that day the Deaf shall hear the words of the Scriptures”
                                                    

                       Isaiah 29:18
1. Important information 2010/11
1.1 History 

Deaf Christian Ministry Africa (DCMA) was born out of a great need.  The most Deaf people in South Africa (almost 400 000 in total) is cut off from the normal means of spiritual care due to their communication needs.  The four Dutch Reformed churches and a few small Deaf groups cannot serve the needs of this big group of people.  In 1998 the law for schools in South Africa changed to limit the religious education in schools to giving of information on all the different religions.  Deaf learners seldom have a home where they can learn about God outside the school.  This was the place where they had the opportunity to get to know God in a Sign Language environment.  The Lord has touched the hearts of Geoff and Eileen Stenekamp to start something to reach the thousands of isolated Deaf people in South Africa.  This was the beginning of DCMA which started on 10 April 2006 in Worcester with the dedication of its first Deaf students.  DCMA functions as part of the National Institute for the Deaf in Worcester. 
1.2 Vision, Mission and Values

Our Vision
JESUS CHRIST TO THE DEAF BY THE DEAF 

Our Mission

Training and placement of Deaf ordained ministers and pastors of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ for the Deaf in a Deaf friendly way, by qualified, experienced persons and organizations who are involved in the world of the Deaf for sustainable ministry and community transformation to the Deaf in Africa in their own language and culture.

Our teaching or Dogma
We believe in the Holy Trinity, as revealed by the Holy Spirit and the Word of God.  We believe that He wants to save all people, including the Deaf, by grace through his crucifixion and resurrection.

Our Aim

Based on this foundation, we aim to train Deaf students to minister the Gospel in their own distinctive manner to different Deaf communities and denominations in order to lead them to Christ so that they can form part of the body of Christ.
2. Criteria for admission
All cultural Deaf persons that meet the following requirements may apply for the course.  It is a four year full time course. He / she will then be qualified as a full time minister / pastor for the Deaf:

2.1   Believe in Jesus Christ and has a calling to work for Him full time.
2.2   Deaf church or spiritual leader in the community.
2.3   Average reading ability (able to read and understand the Bible).
2.4   Person must be able to take responsibility for his / her own family.
Persons who apply will have to come for an interview and will only be admitted for a initial three month period after which either DCMA or the student can decide to terminate his / her studies without paying back the registration fee.   
3. Application for admittance
Persons cannot apply for studies themselves.  A Deaf congregation / Deaf club or -group must introduce the person to DCMA and be willing to witness that the person have the above mentioned qualities. This organization stays responsible for the student throughout his / her studies and also afterwards.  
Any person or organization may contact DCMA for more information and / or applications forms.
 

4. Training fees
The course costs R20 000 per year per student.  The student must pay R2 000 when he / she registers.  

Accommodation costs between R600 and R1000 per month depending on where you want to stay.  Students must contact DCMA when to arrange for accommodation.   DCMA hostel has a bed, chair and table per room that each student can use.  Students must bring own bedding, clothes and other things they need. 

Students must pay / make their own food.  DCMA provides a fridge that students in the hostel can share as well as basic cooking utensils.  The rest you must bring.
5.    Method of training

5.1    Skills training
The training is focused on the development of skills of the person.  It is not in the first place academic training, but aims to prepare the student for ministry.  Evaluation is done on an ongoing basis. 
5.2  Practical work 

Practical work is done under the supervision of the Deaf congregation on Worcester.  This is part of the process to ensure the knowledge and skills gained can be applied in a variety of settings.  
5.1.1 First year students: 
Sit in on activities of the congregation 

Outreach to other congregations for the Deaf 

Do evangelism work
Visit schools for the Deaf 
5.1.2 Second year students: 
Preach for adults, children and multiple disabled 




Deaf People
Lead a Bible study group
Teach a Sunday school class
Outreach to Deaf people in South Africa
5.1.3 Third Year students: 
Preach a serious of sermons
Takes responsibility for a church activity 

Outreach to Deaf people outside South Africa 

5.1.4
Fourth year students:
As prescribed by their church denomination
5.3  Language
Language in class is sign language.  Reading and writing language is either Afrikaans or English depending on the needs of the student.

6.    Courses offered by DCMA 

6.1  Full time spiritual worker (4 year course)

The persons, who want to become full time spiritual workers for the Deaf, must achieve the following qualifications from Veritas College International (taught at DCMA):

6.1.1.  
Certificate IV Biblical Ministry 

6.1.2.  
Diploma Biblical Ministry 

6.1.3.  
Advanced Diploma Biblical Ministry 

Students must also complete the following additional courses
6.1.1.  
Communication skills 

6.1.2.  
HIV/AIDS training
6.1.3.  
Social Competency Model training
6.1.4. 

Life skills
6.1.5  

Basic computer literacy 

6.1.6. 

Fund Raising
During the fourth year students also complete all extra work prescribed by their church denomination.
6.2 Church leaders (one year course)

Persons who do not want to be full time spiritual workers, but want to broaden their knowledge of the Bible and become Bible study leaders in a existing congregation, must complete the following Veritas College International qualification at DCMA:

 Certificate IV Biblical Ministry 

Students will also get the chance to attend some of the following additional courses:

  
Communication skills 


HIV/AIDS training

Social Competency Model training

Life skills

Basic computer literacy 


Fund Raising

6.3 Church members (Short courses)
Persons who want to know more about the Bible can attend short courses that will be offered during weekends / holidays.  This can include
6.3.1 The Bible and how to understand it
6.3.2 Evangelism
6.3.3 Deaf worship in the church

6.4 Hearing ministers / pastors
Hearing ministers / pastors in need of information about serving Deaf people can contact DCMA for a course tailored to suit their specific needs.  Some of the topics that can be offered include:
6.4.1 Basic sign language 
6.4.2 Christian signs focused on the ministry
6.4.3 How to bring the Biblical message to Deaf people
6.4.4 How can Deaf people be incorporated in a hearing congregation
6.4.5 How to begin a ministry for the Deaf

7.  Contact details
7.1    Correspondence are to be sent to:
           
Rev. J.H. Oberholzer

Head of DCMA 

           
PO Box 1645 

           
WORCESTER 



6849 

7.2
Tel: 023 342 5555 (w) and 023 342 8866 (fax)
Cell number: 082 772 0132 


7.3
E-mail address: dcma@nid.org.za 

Web: www.nid.org.za

8.  Management of DCMA
DCMA is a division of the National Institute for the Deaf.

Chairperson: Mr. Natale Roelofse 
Members of the advisory committee:

Dr. Rocco Hough (DRC) Chairperson

Rev. J.H Oberholzer (DRC)
Rev. M Lintvelt (DRC)


Past. T. Louw (AFM)

Past Dirk Venter (AFM)

Mr. G. Stenekamp (DRC)


Mrs. E. Stenekamp (DRC)

Rev. F.Ayford (URC)


Rev. I. Skinner (Veritas College International)


Me. J. Brown (Anglican Church of the Province)


Mr. N. Roelofse (National Institute for the Deaf)
Mr. D. De Villiers (National Institute for the Deaf)


Past. H. Burger (AFM)


Rev. Lizette Viviers (DRC)


Dr. Chris Malan (DRC)

9.  Fund raising 
DCMA is a division of the National Institute for the Deaf, an Article 21 Company. 

Contribution (for tax deduction) can be paid to:



Institute for the Deaf (DCMA)
ABSA Worcester. 

Acc no:   9161043281
Branch code: 503107
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