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Newsletter no. 3     May  2006
Seminary is dedicated to God
The Lord called us to begin this Seminary for the Deaf, so that the Deaf can go out and preach, in Sign Language, the Good News that Jesus paid for all the sins of the World on the cross,  also the sins of the 400 000 Deaf in our country, and all the Deaf in Africa. He who called us, is faithfull and He helped us to get everything ready, and on Monday evening 10 April we had the opening and dedication of the Seminary. We dedicated, gave, consecrated this Seminary to the Lord, with the prayer which Solomon prayed in 1 Kings 3 where he asks:  9 Lord, please help me to be obedient to you so that I can rule your nation correctly and so that I can know right from wrong. No one can rule over this important nation of yours if You do not help him.” Then the Lord said that He was glad that Solomon had asked for that, because that is wisdom, the things that are important to God, to listen to and be obedient to what He has to say. This is our prayer also: That the Lord will show us in this Seminary every day what is important to Him, that He will help us to understand His will and that He will make us obedient to Him, that He will give us wisdom, for DCMA, for the lecturers and students.
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The Seminary is dedicated to God. At the back are the 7 students with the 6 lecturers.  The congregation and all the believers present prayed for them and lifted them to the Lord.
Classes start!!!
The first lectures started on Tuesday 11 April, and the communication is very unique. All the lecturers sat with the students for the first week, and we talked, signed, communicated and learned from one another. At first no theology or difficult things of the Bible, but firstly we would learn to understand one another, learn from one another, and to see how our communication will work, because the Deaf do not all speak the same sign language, there are 12 different sign languages in South Africa. Rev. Mia Lintveldt, our study leader, started us off by asking each one to tell his (her) story, who he is, where he comes from, when he met the Lord, how the Lord called him etc. And soon we understood one another well enough.
Churches that are involved
11 Representatives from the 11 churches already on our DCMA committee were present, and we also asked the Lutheren church to join our Seminary – Then we will be 12.  Past. Albert Hahne from the Lutheren church in Bellville attended the opening on 10 April and said that their church would like to be involved and that they will confirm this officially later. The other churches that are involved are: Anglican Church, Apostolic Faith Mission, Assembly of God, Baptist Church of SA, Catholic Church, Dutch Reformed Church, Methodist Church, Presbyterian Church, Reformed (Hervormde) Church in SA, Reformed (Gereformeerde) Church in SA, and the United Reformed Church in SA (VGK).  It remains a miracle and a blessing that so many Christian churches can work together in one theology Seminary and that we can work together for the Kingdom of God and not for a church denomination.
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The first 7 Deaf students of DCMA: Hennie Burger, Christopher Galada, 
Elsabe Döman, Rensie Aggenbach, Elzette Snyman, Johannes Tshishonga en Tony Salie.

Please pray with us!
We will have to appoint 2 full time lecturers for next year. For this we drew up a business plan and sent it to prospective donors and we are awaiting their reply. 
Please pray for this and for:

· Financial support also for our planned hostel and lecture rooms

· The ministers in the congregations of the Deaf who now give lectures and must still continue with their parish work.
· Our first 7 students. You can ask groups to each adopt one student and pray in particular for him or her, to make contact with and let them know that you are praying for them.
· For next year’s students. Already we have received several applications from Deaf in various Africa countries. Please pray that the Lord will give us the wisdom to select the right ones.
Thank you very much to those who have us in their thoughts and prayers. May the Lord also bless you and let you realize anew how privileged we are to know Him and what a privilege it is to be able to pray for the Deaf.     Please send this newsletter to as many people as the Lord leads you to.
May He bless you richly and use you to bring forth beautiful fruit in His Kingdom and to glorify our Lord every day.
Greetings in His blesséd Name, 

Rocco Hough  +27(0)832927306  rh@wdsl.co.za  

       Other contact persons:   Ds. Mia Lintveldt (study leader) 084 5100407  mia@polymorph.co.za
       Mr. Geoff Stenekamp 082 5655 722  Klippekraal@mweb.co.za  Past. Theuns Louw 0827820885 thlouw@telkomsa.net
        Rev. Schalk Viljoen  083 633 0686  swviljoen@deafcare.co.za  Mr. Natale Roelofse natale@deafcare.co.za
[image: image3.jpg]