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In order that the Deaf may hear the Word of God

“On that day the Deaf will hear what is written in the Word, 

and the blind will see from the dark, out of the darkness.” 
Can one understand this? Can we say that this prophecy includes
the Deaf? Even the deaf will be able to understand and believe 
what the Lord has told us and given to us? Isaiah preached to those 
who were spiritually deaf, those who did not want to (or who 
could not) listen to the Word of God. We therefore can by sure 
that God also included the Deaf in His plan, and He wanted them 
to hear how much God loves (even Deaf) sinners. 

This was the motivation for the establishment of the DCMA 
Theological Seminary for the Deaf.  The purpose is that the Deaf is

able to tell another Deaf person of the grace of God. They will be 
able to act in the same way Jesus did when he healed the Deaf man, 
as it is portrayed in the stained window at the first Church for the 
Deaf at Bellville (picture attached). Jesus knew that the deaf and 
mute man did not understand what He wanted to do for him, and 
therefore we read in Mark 7, that he took the man aside and made 
three signs (spoke in sign language) that showed the man how 
Jesus longed for him to hear and speak, and that it was God who 
did the work. We too want to follow this example of Jesus.
We realize today, that the Lord does not heal that many Deaf people

as recorded in Mark 7, but that He wants to perform a greater 
miracle also for them in order that they may hear His voice, to be 

willing to listen to what God is saying, and that not only their ears 
but also their hearts may be opened (ephphatha – be opened) unto 
Him. God wants to accomplish this miraculous work by sending the 
students of DCMA, to labour among the Deaf so that they may 
believe God’s love. Please pray with us that this miracle will happen 
soon and that the 4 years of training for these students will be 
fruitful and rewarding – so that they may go and preach to the Deaf      Jesus heals the Deaf man
that they may hear (and see) how much God loves them.

Walking on the Water
We seem to be having the same experience as Peter did when he walked on the water. For many years we felt that this vision to train the Deaf theologically was impossible, and therefore we were hesitant to put it to the test. God showed us that it can work, it will work, and ……… it’s working! We were afraid of teaching  complicated theological structures and terms to the Deaf, but if the Lord was able to make Peter walk on the water, then He can easily take these students by the hand and lead them into a world designed by his Plan, His Will and His revelation. This is what theology ought to be. 

It seems that the greatest obstacle why so few Deaf students are able to advance academically is not their limited intellectual ability, but rather the fact that lectures in schools are not presented or communicated in Sign Language. Our students’ first language is Sign Language and this is how we communicate at DCMA. English and Afrikaans is a second and third language. This is only used for writing purposes.  We use Sign Language in the way Jesus related to the Deaf man in Mark 7, and these people understand and delight in it, even though it is difficult. In one of the surprise tests they had to wright, an average of 70% was attained by the 7 students.  Praise the Lord! He who calls is faithful to carry us through in all things, especially in theology.

Getting to know our students
As from next month we will be introducing our students to our readers. This will help you to know who they are and who you are supporting in your prayers, that you may know their dreams, frustrations and circumstances as well as their contact details. Each month we will insert a photo of one student with a brief overview of him/her. Should you wish to contact any of our students immediately, please feel free to contact myself or the Seminary in writing. We will be too happy to hear from you.

A Word of thanks for your support
We wish to express a word of sincere thanks to all those who are involved, those who are praying, those who are distributing the news letters, as well as those are supporting financially. Thanks a million. Only in eternity will all these things be revealed how God was able to use your love and gifts to help these students and eventually bring lots of Deaf into the light of God. 

Please pray with us!
· All clergy who are lecturing part time at the Seminary, are really struggling. To prepare one lesson (content only) takes more than five hours. Then there is the preparation of the visual aids, control application, evaluation and then the report to Perth Bible College and Veritas, and of course the presentation of the lesson, (at least one week at a time away from your own congregation). Please pray for our lecturers, that God will grant unto them the necessary strength and patience, and that God will sustain their congregations in their absence. 
· Please pray for the students who will commence their training next year. We have already started to recruit students for next year. Please pray that God will send students who have a call and a desire to serve the Lord and to sacrifice their lives to bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ to those who need it and tell of His great love for them.

· Next we will be having students in two year groupings. We will need two fulltime lecturers. We have applied for financial assistance from a Christian Organisation in Germany, and we ask that all our readers pray earnestly that God will open their hearts that they may support us in this effort in order that we need not consume too much time seeking for funds. 

· Please pray for our students. It can happen that students become so caught up in their studies and academic work that their personal relationship with the Lord can begin to suffer without them realizing it.  Pray that God will enfold all students in his loving arms and allow them to grow by His grace. Pray that what they learn each day will bring them closer to God and strengthen their faith and above all that they may know God better and become  good missionaries for Him. 
Greetings in the Wonderful Name of our Lord
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