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Newsletter no. 5   July  2006
Our students get their first well deserved holiday
For most people holidays are something we take for granted, but we believe the students will never forget this holiday! It is their first break after a difficult quarter.  In this quarter they started a new chapter in their lives. They gave the first steps towards their new lives as preachers of the Word.  They started to learn the deeper things of God and His Word.   No longer do they only receive the gospel message in church, like getting food in a restaurant.  Now, they had to go into the kitchen.  Now they had to learn how to prepare spiritual food themselves.    They started with questions like: Where does the Bible come from?  Who read the message first and how did they understand the message?  What is exegesis?  How must we understand the message today? How must I preach the message to adults and to children?  How must I communicate this message?  How to worship God through sign language songs?  All these things were new to them.  And even during the holidays they must practice, read, research and raise funds in order to be able to continue with their studies.    They enjoyed the work, they sometimes even asked for more!  Thank God with us for these students that He sent to us and please pray with us for their growth. 
DCMA Prayer watch: Who wants to pray?
Thank you very much for every person who is praying for DCMA. God has truly blessed us.  He has provided in our every need.  There is a need for us to pray more, and more structured, to thank God for everything, to ask for wisdom and continuous guidance and blessing

We therefore ask: who of you would like to become a regular prayer warrior for DCMA?  If you feel God calling you for this, please send us your name and we will provide you with regular prayer requests.  For today we please ask you to pray for two important issues:  
· During July: please pray for the sponsors who might be willing to sponsor a lecturer.  Please pray that God will open their hearts for this.   We decided to appoint a full-time lecturer immediately and another one next year.  Please pray for the process and that we will appoint the right lecturers.  For God all this is easy, but He wants us to believe and grow and live by faith. 
· During August: please pray for the recruiting of new students for next year.  There are Deaf people who have the calling, but do not know about DCMA.  There are also students who want to come and study, but do not have a calling to do so, or who want to come and study for the wrong reasons.  We need to find the right students.  We cannot see their hearts, but we need to know that we are training the right people.  We want people to finish the course and not waste time and space on wrong students.  Please pray for us to find the right people. 

· Please pray for the following on the appointed day of the week:
            Mondays:    The administration, personnel and all the planning we need to do
Tuesdays:      The course, content and the application we need to make for Deaf students
Wednesdays:  The lecturers:  rev. Rocco, Jan, Schalk, Andries and Mia. 
Thursdays:   The members of the committee: for wisdom to make the right decisions 
Fridays:      The finances of DCMA, that God will bless us with enough for all our needs
Saturdays:     All the sponsors of DCMA, that God will be with them and bless them.  
Sundays:   All the students: Hennie, Tony, Elsabé, Christopher, Elzeth, Johannes en Rensie 

Recruiting students for 2007

The year began with a lot of energy being given to the start of the college.  That is why we haven’t started recruiting students for 2007.  It is very late to start now.  We need to spread the message: we are waiting for applications.  It is important to remember that students may not apply themselves.  They have to be sent by as organization that know the Deaf world, e.g. school, church, cell church, Deaf group or club.  Why?  Students need a good support system, we need to know that the student’s life is in line with Biblical truths and that he/she is already living their calling.  They must also be able to do their practical training in this group.  When they finish we want them to return to their own community to preach there.  They need to have a place to return to where we know there is a need for a Deaf minister.  They cannot finish and have nowhere to go.   Therefore we ask Deaf groups, churches, schools and clubs if they know Deaf people with good sign language and interpersonal skills, who want to work for the Lord.  Please contact us if you know of such a Deaf person.  We will then organize an interview and will hopefully let you know who have been accepted by end of October.  
Get to know our students 

[image: image1.jpg]The first student we would like you to meet is Hennie Burger, one of the few Deaf people with good written language skills.  Hennie is one of two students who will be assessed on their prior learning and experience in the Deaf ministry.  He is a co-lecturer and is responsible for communication, facilitation and video work.   
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He does not like talking about himself and starts his testimony with beautiful words of Psalm 126:1-3:
When the LORD brought back the captives to Zion, 
we were like men who dreamed. 

2 Our mouths were filled with laughter, 

our tongues with songs of joy. 

Then it was said among the nations, 

‘‘The LORD has done great things for them.” 

3 The LORD has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy.  
Hennie and his wife, Ria, has been involved in Deaf ministry for the last 20 years.  God called him to Worcester 11 years ago.  God made it clear that He was going to start a base for Deaf ministry in Worcester. There will be a place where Deaf people will be trained as ministers, where they will learn the Gospel and be prepared to go and minister to Deaf people in their own language everywhere in South Africa and in Africa.   
Hennie writes: In my heart I did not think that such a thing was possible, even though I knew God could do all things.  I have been involved in the pilot committee for DCMA for the last three years.  We discussed and planned a Bible school for the Deaf.  For three years I helped plan the college, but I did not realize what was happening!  After we started on the 10th of April, it slowly started to dawn on me, but still I did not quite realize what this meant.     Only after three months while we were evaluating the students, did I fully wake up and realized that I am witnessing the biggest miracle of all ages: a college for Deaf people has opened and students came to study the Bible! 
I am very exited!  I am glad that I am part of His great plan to achieve His great goals. God has truly amazed me. We want to thank everybody who is involved for their efforts, perseverance, prayers, planning and their vision to get this started.  Now God’s kingdom can come into the hearts of every Deaf person!  
Hennie Burger
Greetings in the Wonderful Name of our Lord, until late August when you will receive your next news letter.

Rocco Hough  +27(0)832927306  rh@wdsl.co.za  
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Hennie and his wife, Ria 








