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News letter no. 2   April  2006
The Door opens
Throughout the years many Deaf have wanted to work for the Lord, wanted to go and preach. But how could they, if they could not be sent by a church? How could they go and preach if they were not trained? Now the Lord has opened this door for them, and we are ready to begin their training.


The Governing Board of DCMA at our last meeting at Worcester                    
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Front: Mr. Hennie Burger, Mr. Geoff Stenekamp (secr), Dr. Rocco Hough (chairman), Past Theuns Louw, Mr. Deon de Villiers. Back: Ms Jane Brown, Rev. Mia Lintvelt, Rev. Jan Oberholzer, Rev. RobWaddington, Rev. Schalk Viljoen, Rev. Andries Scholtz, Rev. Ivan Skinner, Mr. Natale Roelofse, Mr. Anthony Salie, Ms. Esme Skinner.

Ready to start on 10 April


In faith we begin this year with 5 full time first year students, plus 2 students who have been entered in  an accelerated course. They are Tony Salie and Hennie Burger (on the photo), who presently do spiritual work with the children of Nuwe Hoop and De la Bat skools for Deaf at Worcester. The lecturers who will present the lectures this year, are the current ministers for Deaf, who have been freed by their parishes to do this great work. We have approached a large Christian organisation for help with funding to allow us to employ two full time lecturers next year and we believe and trust that the Lord will open their hearts to make it possible.     
The Theological Seminary for Deaf starts officially on 10 April at 19h00 when we will bow before the Lord and thank Him for His Grace in this work and pray for the lecturers and students. Classes then begin on Tuesday 11 April. Pray with us in this please.
The Course we offer

The course we offer over the first 3 years, is a course which has been set up by Veritas Internasional, 
a Bible Training College which is accredited at Perth Bible College. This course is already being presented in 14 different countries, especially in areas where the Church is growing at a fast rate.
Currently world wide there are more than 4 000 students entered in this course. In the fourth year the different churches can train their own students, let them do the practical work at their church and further teach them what they think needs to be added before they are ordained and admitted to the ministry. However we will make our facilities and lecturers available to them should they prefer to send their own ministers and intellectuals to the Seminary for the training. We are currently busy with the churches involved to receive official acknowledgement of our post graduate students.
Our greatest challenge
There are many challenges which the Seminary faces, but the greatest is probably to communicate theological concepts understandably to Deaf who come from different cultures, with different Sign language and in some cases a limited educational background (grade 7). We do not expect a matric certificate from our students, just that they must be able to Sign language fluently (to be able to preach to Deaf within their own culture) and that they must believe that Jesus is their Saviour and that the Lord called them to do His work. Fortunately we know that where the Lord works, people are amazed at what He does, and we trust Him then with each lesson presented. During the first week of training focus will mainly be placed on understanding one another, learning one another’s Sign language, creating a few theological signs and a system to learn unfamiliar or unknown concepts. We plan to communicate in a “general Sign language” with minimum Afrikaans (3 students) or English (2 studente) in the knowledge that very few Deaf are bilingual. 

      Other problems for the Seminary which needed special attention, are:

· The literarcy of some of these students is very low 
( The presentations and lectures will be in sign language and all the lessons will be recorded on DVD, enabling the students to look at them again in the evenings and make their own notes.
· The language of normal Bible translations are beyond the understanding of most Deaf
( We use the English translations of the Bible: Holy Bible, English Version for the deaf, and the Afrikaanse Bybel vir dowes which will be available later this year. A second  simplified Bible translation in English: The Easy Bible which is available on internet, will also be used.

· The size of our classes will be limited to a maximum of 8 students per class
( We have 5 first year students and 2 “RPL” students who will work through an accelerated course as they already have experience of parish work and preaching (RPL Recognition of Prior Learning)

· Interpreters will be available, especially for the fourth year when ministers, pastors, and priests from the denominations of the students come to the Seminary to teach their students their own intrinsic concepts, formulae and customs.
Huge thank you to all who have assisted us to date
The Lord used Geoff Stenekamp our secretary in a very special way in the inception of this Seminary, and He is still using him. He was responsible for the  collection of funds to make it possible for us to begin and continue tjis year, and he found many private donors. Thanks to you all. There are other people and organisations whom we have to thank, people who gave computers and a camera, the Institute, lecturers, the deaf parishes (especially Worcester), Veritas, everyone on DCMA’s governing body, other supporters and also for you who are reading this, who have us in your thoughts. Can we ask you for your continues prayers and support. 
The Lord is good, also to our deaf!

Greetings in His wonderful Name, 
Rocco Hough     0832927306  rh@wdsl.co.za  
       Other contact persons:   Rev. Mia Lintveldt (study leader) 084 5100407  mia@polymorph.co.za
       Mr. Geoff Stenekamp 082 5655 722  Klippekraal@mweb.co.za  Past. Theuns Louw 0827820885 thlouw@telkomsa.net
        rev. Schalk Viljoen  083 633 0686  swviljoen@deafcare.co.za,  Mr. Natale Roelofse natale@deafcare.co.za
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